
2014 Lepidoptera Classes in California and Colorado

Paul Opler and Evi Buckner-Opler have taught the Butterflies of the Sierra Nevada for
the past 15 years. The 2014 class will be June 22-27 at the Sierra Nevada Field Campus
of San Francisco State University on the north fork of the Yuba River just east of
Bassetts. The campus provides room and board including tent platforms, hot showers,
and excellent food. Please register through the web site www.sfsu.edu/~sierra. J.R. Blair
is the camp director and principal contact.

We will study the ecology, behavior, life zones, flower visitation, and life history of the
area's butterflies in several elevations. The instructor will use non-lethal means to study
the butterflies, including netting, placing live butterflies in small containers, followed by
their release; observation with close-focusing binoculars; and close-up photography. The
goal will be for you to familiarize yourself with the butterfly species seen during class
trips and to learn about butterflies of different families and to understand their behavior,
and ecological place in the environment. You should be able to stalk and study butterflies
as well as to take recognizable photos. I-Phone photography will be covered.
Evening or morning slide talks will supplement the course by including topics such as
introduction to butterflies, local butterfly identification, western endangered species
conservation, Monarch life history and tagging studies, butterfly gardening, and moth
diversity and biology. We will take short hikes, but on one or two days they may be a bit
rigorous. Many of our trips are on dirt roads, and participants may be asked to drive or
car-pool. We usually observe between 70 and 80 butterfly species during the week.

Class Open. The upper limit on class size is about 16. Young people have taken the class
when accompanied by a parent and permission of the instructors. Request Registration
Forms by emailing sfsu.snfc@gmail.com, include the keyword "Butterflies" in the
subject line. One college credit may be gained for continuing education.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jerry Powell and Paul will team up to lead the Moths of California workshop also at the
Sierra Nevada Field Campus following the Butterfly class [see above]. The 2014
workshop will be June 27 [afternoon] - June 29 [early afternoon].

This will be an informal introduction to field techniques for studying and observing
moths. Emphasis will be on collecting and processing adult specimens and recording
observations based on the techniques described in our book, Moths of Western North
America. We will also demonstrate collection of larvae, provide some discussion of
photography, and observe moths at light sheets, The workshop is recommended for
persons interested in moths or those studying insect/plant relationships, or managing
biodiversity conservation. We encourage all interest levels and some of our participants
will be interested in non-consumptive methods such as photography, but about half of our
participants collect, and this presentation will be mainly about sampling of moth diversity
including trapping specimens for study. We will discuss recognition of moth families and
some preparation techniques will be included.



Workshop size will be limited to 12. A moderate amount of walking will be involved.
There may some driving on dirt roads.

Workshop, Continuing Education Units available. Request Registration Forms by
emailing sfsu.snfc@gmail.com. Include the keyword “moths” in the subject line. Contact
paulopler@comcast.net with any questions about the workshop.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We're also teaching two one-day classes Introduction to Butterflies in Rocky Mountain
National Park on the Colorado Front Range for the Rocky Mountain National Park
Association [to be renamed Rocky Mountain Conservancy] -- July 26 (east slope above
Estes Park) and August 15 (west slope along the Colorado River headwaters).  This is a
rich area for butterflies and nearly 140 species have been recorded in the park. These
classes are restricted to observation and photography. Following two hours of
introductory illustrated lectures, the class will go on short walks to observe butterflies in
the field.

Register Online: www.rmna.org; Register by Phone: 970-586-3262; or Register by Mail:
Rocky Mountain Field Seminars, 1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, Colorado 80517. Ask
for Rachel Balduzzi with questions. Class size is limited to around 18.


